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INCREASING THE LENGTI:rOF THE SCHOOL YEAR:
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Introduction

The educational system in the United States can
best be described as an enormously diverse system
that is held together by a commitment to knowledge
and freedom. Yet, with this great diversity among
the school districts, the length of the school year and
school day are quite similar. The school year typi-
cally starts in early September and continues through
the last week in May or into June for one or two
weeks. “The school year is generally standardized at
180 days ...” (Kurian, 1988, p. 1360).

Practically every week, newspapers and journals
run articles on how United States students are not
doing well in geography, math, and science as
compared with students in other industrialized
nations. The country that we are most frequently
compared with is Japan. Japan has a highly
standardized and nationalized educational system.
“The Japanese elementary and secondary school
year is usually reported as being 240 days” (U.S.
Department of Education, 1987, p. 10).

Legislators and educators in several states are
discussing the option of increasing the number of
days students are in school as a way to improve our
educational system. A bill was introduced in the
1990 South Dakota Legislature to add 10 days to the
school year. School patrons and educators banded
together to help defeat the bill.

Inreviewing the literature and research regarding
extending time in school, it appears that increasing
the time inschool will increase achievement modestly
and then at great expense. Granted, teachers are
finding itdifficultto teach all of the required materials
in the typical school day, but then, it might be more
important to use school time in a more effective
manner. Quality of education appears to be more
important than the quantity of education.

With so much debate regarding the quality and
quantity of education, it was felt a need existed to

determine the opinions held by rural school

administrators regarding the length of the school
year and school day. This study was designed to
determine the opinions held by school administrators
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in a rural mid-western state toward the length of the
school year/day issue. '

Research Procedures

A postcard questionnaire consisting of four
questions and space for personal opinions about the
longer school year/day issue was constructed by the
investigators in order to ascertain the opinions of
South Dakota school administrators toward the
longer school year/day issue.

The population for the study was the total num-
ber of elementary school principals, middle school/
Jjunior high principals, high school principals, and
school superintendents in South Dakota public school
districts. By using a table of random numbers, 100
elementary school principals, 40 middle school/
junior high school principals, 100 high school prin-
cipals, and 100 superintendents of schools were
selected. Fewer middle school/junior high princi-
pals were selected due to the smaller number in the
population.

During November, 1989, the school adminis-
trators were mailed the postcard questionnaire.
Seventy-two percent, or 247 questionnaires, were
returned for analysis. Each questionnaire was coded
so the investigators could classify them according to
administrative responsibility. Seventy questionnaires
from elementary principals were returned, 30 from
middle school/junior high principals, 72 from high
school principals, and 75 returned from school su-
perintendents.

Afterthe information wasreceived, percentages
were calculated for each of the four questions.
Specific comments made by the respondents were
also recorded.

Findings

The first survey question asked if the respondents
favor or oppose increasing the amount of time that
students in their school community spend in school.
Fifty percent of the total respondents indicated that
they opposed increasing the amount of time students
spend in school while 43 percent favored increasing
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